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Dear Family,

The past few weeks have been busy ones!  We have been working on three-sound words, sentences and “trick” words.  Thank you for working with your child.  Your help reinforces what is being taught in school.  Please continue your good work.  We are about to begin Unit 3.
In class, we are working on consonant digraphs.  A consonant digraph is two consonants stuck together that make one sound such as “s” and “h” together make the sound of /sh/.  Because a consonant digraph makes only one sound, they get one tap.  For example, the word “sh o p” has three taps even though there are four letters because there are only three sounds to the word.
We have been working on the following consonant digraphs:
sh – ship
ch – chin


th – thumb and 
th – the  (th has two different sounds, the second sound vibrates your throat)

We also have been working on the digraph: wh – whistle.  As it is very hard to hear that “h” sound, we told them just to pretend for now that it is silent when they come to it in a word.  
Our last digraph is: ck – sock.  We actually created a set of rules for this one.  If all the rules are met, we put a ‘ck’ at the end.  The rules are:

· It has one syllable.

· The /k/ sound is at the end of the word.

· It has a short vowel.

We then tried our rules out on words like tack, pick, Jack, and take.  Of course take didn’t get a ‘ck’ because it has a long vowel (Those long, short and “other” vowels are a little tricky for us right now.).
We are including activities for consonant digraphs as well as “qu” which is the “chicken letter” because ‘q’ is to chicken to go anywhere without ‘u’, his silent buddy, in words in the English language.  ‘Q’ even reaches over to ‘u’ with its “tail” (Qu, qu).
Enjoy!  If you have any questions, please contact us.  Thank you.
