These are alphabet letters that have motions and sayings with them.  If they have a motion, the children MUST do it.  Be very careful that you do not add “uh” to any sounds, cut it off and be sharp with the sound.
All the vowels are short vowel sounds!

A - Our jaws drop like an alligator’s mouth when we say this sound (The children put their hand under their jaw and drop it like an alligator mouth.).

B –We ask them how they know it is a lowercase ‘b’ and they should say it starts with a bat (the stick part of the b) and the bat hits the ball (the circle part of the b).  If they write a ‘d’ instead of a ‘b’, ask them if the bat is first and physically have them show you the bat.
C – This letter goes with the kite and cat rule.  If it sounds like an ‘s’ that is because ‘c’ tried to steal ‘k’s vowels (‘i’ and ‘e’) and since ‘k’ is so selfish, ‘c’ had to borrow the ‘s’ sound instead (like cent, city, circle).
D – If they write lowercase ‘d’ backwards, again, do the ‘b’ rule…ask if the bat comes first with ‘d’, have them show you, etc.
E – The children know that when they say the short ‘e’ sound their mouths go back, so we have them put their fingers at the sides of their mouth to feel this movement (looks like a grimace).
F – When we say this sound, our teeth are on our bottom lip (v.s. ‘th’ which they confuse with ‘f’)
G, H
I –The children put their finger on their nose like it has an itch.

J
K – ‘K’ is a very selfish fellow and will not share his vowels with ‘c’ as he already has to share his sound.  See the kite and cat rule for this.
L, M, N 

O - The children say “ahh” like they are going to the doctor and make a circle around their mouth, like the letter ‘o’.
P – This is a lip popper because when you say it, it pops off your lips.  We also say the front of the letter pops out front so they don’t make a ‘q’.  
Qu - This is a chicken letter, because a ‘q’ is a big chicken and won’t go anywhere without ‘u’.  Also, they know it is a ‘q’ because it is always reaching back for ‘u’ (both lower case and upper case).
R – No motion, but make sure you are not saying ‘er’, as it is not an “erat”.  
S 

T – This is a tip tapper, helps them cut the sound off.
U –The children use a hands up motion here, as the roof of your mouth lifts up when you say the short vowel sound.
V,W 
X – As in fox, this sounds like ‘ks’.  Most ‘x’ sounds are at the end of a word and make this sound.  X-ray is not the norm here so we don’t say it.

Y, Z 
Digraphs:  A digraph is 2 consonants (2 fingers held up) stuck together (stick fingers together) making one new sound (hold only one finger up).

· The first three digraphs are tapped, the last 2 are not as there is no rule to help them decide whether to use the individual letter or the digraph

Ch – point to your chin, a big, fat push of air and tongue is on roof of mouth

Sh – hold finger up to lips as if saying “shh”, a soft stream of air from your mouth

Th – You stick your tongue out with both ‘th’ sounds.  The ‘th’, thumb, with thumb held up is a softer sound.  The ‘th’, the, with hand on throat is harder and makes your throat vibrate.

Ck – This has no motion, but 3 step rule, see the ‘ck’ rule for this.

Wh – No motion, DO NOT TAP, too hard to tell the difference between ‘w’ and ‘wh’.  They need to know this to write and for trick words.

Ph – The motion is like talking on a phone, using your thumb and pinky to mimic.  DO NOT TAP, too hard to tell the difference between ‘f’ and ‘ph’.  They need to know this to write and for trick words.
