
Transition to the Common Core State Standards for  

English Language Arts (ELA) Literacy 
 

Why the need for Common Core? 

 

 There are three reasons: technology, college/workforce readiness changes, and 

globalization 
 

The Process for ELA at R.B. Chamberlin Middle School: 
 

Step 1: Set the Stage  

 Spend in-service dates discussing the transition, curriculum mapping, vertical 

alignment, and reading selections 

 Define and discuss PARCC Assessments 

 Begin to map out a rigorous and relevant curriculum to align with the Common Core 

Standards and Assessments 

 

Step 2: The Transition Plan  

 English Language Arts takes a closer look at: 

o Text Complexity (see Figure 2: Qualitative Dimensions of Text Complexity)  

 Multiple Levels of Meaning or Purpose 

 Varied Text Structure 

 Language Conventionality and Clarity 

 Knowledge Demands: Life Experiences 

 Knowledge Demands:  Cultural/Literary Knowledge 

 Knowledge Demands:  Content/Discipline Knowledge 

o Depth and Breadth of Discussions 

o Essential non-fiction texts 

o College and Career Readiness 

o ELA content, research, and argument   

 Claim-Reason-Evidence 

  

Step 3: Implementation  

 Employ “I can” statements during instruction and assessment 

o Familiarize students with the language of the Common Core State Standards 

 Establish the rigor and relevance required by the Common Core State Standards 

 Implement changes related to text complexity and more difficult non-fiction texts   

 Address the depth and breadth of each text in order to make a successful 

transition to the new standards and assessment 

 Review samples and pilot PARCC assessment items 





 



Transitioning from Ohio Math 8 Standards to Common Core Standards: 
 
1.  Our Professional Learning Committee met with a Mathematic Specialist from Summit County 
Educational Services.  We analyzed the common core middle school standards.  We determine 
what topics would be leaving our grade level curriculum and what would be added to our grade 
level curriculum.   
 
2.  Our Professional Learning Committee researched textbooks to determine the best resources 
for our students.  We had a few different companies demonstrate their products.  We decided 
on the Glencoe Math Series at the middle school level. This is our second year using the new 
series. 
 
3.  We have also met with similar neighboring district, Hudson, Beachwood, Solon, Orange, 
Chagrin Falls and Revere.  Together we have analyzed and compared common core curriculum, 
sample questions, textbook series, enrichment track options and technology. 
 
4.  The Professional Learning Committees have met to develop a curriculum model and 
assessments to use in the classrooms. 
 
Critical Areas: 
 
In Grade 7, instructional time should focus on four critical areas: (1) developing understanding 
of and applying proportional relationships; (2) developing understanding of operations with 
rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations; (3) solving problems 
involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, and working with two- and 
three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume; and (4) 
drawing inferences about populations based on samples. 
 
In Grade 8, instructional time should focus on three critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning 
about expressions and equations, including modeling an association in data with a linear 
equation, and solving linear equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept 
of a function and using functions to describe quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two- and 
three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and 
understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem.  
 

Ohio Common Core Standards: 

Each standard is linked to a mathematical domain, cluster, and standards for mathematical 

practices.  The standard also highlights how to make connections from previously learned 

standards.  It also gives specific instructional strategies, common misconceptions, explanations 

and examples. 

 



Grade 7 

Grade Band Theme: Order and Organization 
This theme focuses on helping students use scientific inquiry to discover patterns, trends, structures and relationships that may be described by simple principles. 
These principles are related to the properties or interactions within and between systems. 

Science Inquiry and Application 
During the years of grades 5-8, all students must use the following scientific processes, with appropriate laboratory safety techniques, to construct their 
knowledge and understanding in all science content areas: 

 Identify questions that can be answered through scientific investigations; 

 Design and conduct a scientific investigation; 

 Use appropriate mathematics, tools and techniques to gather data and information; 

 Analyze and interpret data; 

 Develop descriptions, models, explanations and predictions; 

 Think critically and logically to connect evidence and explanations; 

 Recognize and analyze alternative explanations and predictions; and 

 Communicate scientific procedures and explanations. 

Strands 
Strand Connections: Systems can exchange energy and/or matter when interactions occur within systems and between systems. Systems cycle matter and 
energy in observable and predictable patterns. 

Earth and Space Science (ESS)  Physical Science (PS)  Life Science (LS) 

Topic: Cycles and Patterns of Earth and the 
Moon 
This topic focuses on Earth’s hydrologic cycle, 
patterns that exist in atmospheric and oceanic 
currents, the relationship between thermal energy 
and the currents, and the relative position and 
movement of the Earth, sun and moon. 

Topic: Conservation of Mass and Energy 
This topic focuses on the empirical evidence for the 
arrangements of atoms on the Periodic Table of 
Elements, conservation of mass and energy, 
transformation and transfer of energy. 

Topic: Cycles of Matter and Flow of Energy 
This topic focuses on the impact of matter and 
energy transfer within the biotic component of 
ecosystems. 

Condensed Content Statements 

 The hydrologic cycle illustrates the changing states of 
water as it moves through the lithosphere, biosphere, 
hydrosphere and atmosphere.  

 Thermal-energy transfers in the ocean and the 
atmosphere contribute to the formation of currents, 
which influence global climate patterns. 

 The atmosphere has different properties at different 

elevations and contains a mixture of gases that cycle 

through the lithosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and 

atmosphere. 

 The relative patterns of motion and positions of the 

Earth, moon and sun cause solar and lunar 

eclipses, tides and phases of the moon. 

 The properties of matter are determined by 
the arrangement of atoms.  

 Energy can be transformed or transferred 

but is never lost.  

 Energy can be transferred through a variety 
of ways. 

 Matter is transferred continuously between 
one organism to another and between 
organisms and their physical environments. 

 In any particular biome, the number, growth 
and survival of organisms and populations 
depend on biotic and abiotic factors.  
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Grade 8 

Grade Band Theme: Order and Organization 
This theme focuses on helping students use scientific inquiry to discover patterns, trends, structures and relationships that may be described by simple principles. 
These principles are related to the properties or interactions within and between systems. 

Science Inquiry and Application 
During the years of grades 5-8, all students must use the following scientific processes, with appropriate laboratory safety techniques, to construct their 
knowledge and understanding in all science content areas: 

 Identify questions that can be answered through scientific investigations; 
 Design and conduct a scientific investigation; 
 Use appropriate mathematics, tools and techniques to gather data and information; 
 Analyze and interpret data; 
 Develop descriptions, models, explanations and predictions; 
 Think critically and logically to connect evidence and explanations; 
 Recognize and analyze alternative explanations and predictions; and 
 Communicate scientific procedures and explanations. 

Strands 
Strand Connections: Systems can be described and understood by analysis of the interaction of their components. Energy, forces and motion combine to 
change the physical features of the Earth. The changes of the physical Earth and the species that have lived on Earth are found in the rock record. For species to 
continue, reproduction must be successful. 

Earth and Space Science (ESS)  Physical Science (PS)  Life Science (LS) 

Topic: Physical Earth 
This topic focuses on the physical features of Earth 
and how they formed. This includes the interior of 
Earth, the rock record, plate tectonics and 
landforms. 

Topic: Forces and Motion  
This topic focuses on forces and motion within, on 
and around the Earth and within the universe. 

Topic: Species and Reproduction 
This topic focuses on continuation of the species. 

Condensed Content Statements 

 The composition and properties of Earth’s 
interior are identified by the behavior of 
seismic waves.  

 Earth’s crust consists of major and minor 
tectonic plates that move relative to each 
other. 

 A combination of constructive and 
destructive geologic processes formed 
Earth’s surface.  

 Evidence of the dynamic changes of Earth’s 
surface through time is found in the geologic 
record.  

 Forces between objects act when the 
objects are in direct contact or when they 
are not touching.  

 Forces have magnitude and direction.  
 There are different types of potential energy. 

 Diversity of species occurs through gradual 
processes over many generations. Fossil 
records provide evidence that changes have 
occurred in number and types of species. 

 Reproduction is necessary for the 
continuation of every species. 

 The characteristics of an organism are a 
result of inherited traits received from 
parent(s). 
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Ohio New Learning Standards Overview 
8th Grade Social Studies; Mrs. Anne Boswell 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014; 7:00 PM 
 

 Introduction 

 Theme for 8th Grade Social Studies 
 Picking up from 7th Grade World Studies, 750 BC to 1600 AD; 8th 

Grade covers US Studies from 1492 to 1877; Exploration through 
Reconstruction 

 The historical focus continues in the eighth grade with the study of 
European exploration and the early years of the United States, up 
to and including Reconstruction following the Civil War. 

 

 Goal of Standards Revision Project: Streamline standards through 
reducing the seven standards into four strands as shown in the chart 
below (less timeline, more of a topical consensus :) 
 

 
*Chart obtained from Ohio Department of Education Website 



 
 The new social studies standards are organized by: 

 Strands – includes 4 disciplines in social studies  
 Themes – focusing on each individual grade level  
 Topics – aspects found in each strand including skills topics (history, 

geography, government, economics and allowing students to 
examine how historical events are shaped by geographic, social, 
cultural, economic, and political factors.) 

 Content Statements - expected knowledge to be learned at each 
grade level 

 

 The New Ohio Learning Standards allows many opportunities for students 
to work together in depth, while investigating American History. These 
include: 
 Problem solving skills in the classroom:   This is a necessary skill for 

students as they prepare for their post high school future. A life 
readiness skill, problem solving will benefit students whether they 
begin a career directly from high school or attend post-secondary 
education. 

 Critical thinking and analysis: One goal in social studies is to 

promote a deeper and richer understanding of the human 
experience through the growth of a nation, while stretching their 
ability to problem solve and analyze events throughout history 

  Civic Responsibility: Social Studies knowledge and skills that equip 
students to engage actively, thoughtfully, and responsibly with 
regard to their local, national, and international communities 

 Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening: In conjunction with all of 
our content areas, students practice the use of reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening in the Social Studies setting: 

o Reading: In addition to our provided text (“United States 
History: Beginnings to 1877;” Holt Social Studies) and 
supporting documents, further reading is implemented 
through literature.  These reads include: 

 Honors Classes:  “Elizabeth I, CEO” by Alan Alexrod, 
“April Morning” by Howard Fast, and “The Killer 



Angels” by Michael Shaara, and the “Nexttext-Stories 
in History” published by the McDougal Littell Company. 

 Academic Classes: “Chasing Lincoln’s Killer” by James L. 
Swanson with excerpts from “Manhunt,” also by James 
L. Swanson and the “Nexttext-Stories in History” 
published by the McDougal Littell Company. 

o Writing: Journal entries addressing specific concerns, events, 
and possible solutions through written expression 

o Speaking: Sharing ideas individually, small groups, whole 
group discussion, and through researched presentations 

o Listening: Listening to and respecting the ideas and 
discussions of other classmates as they explore and 
understand the events of the forming of our nation 

 
  The use of the Ohio New Learning Standards for Social Studies is explicit 
in the expectations of the 8th grade curriculum and the importance of 
understanding the developing nation and the skills the students will gain   
as they prepare for their career and college readiness. 

 
 Finally, growth and development of the United States continues to be in 
the forefront for eighth grade social studies, including the study of the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights and will help our students understand the 
U.S. as a world power, the meaning of democracy, and our American 
culture. 
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