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The Problem 

 Current standards, curriculum, and instructional 
practice have not done enough to foster the 
independent reading of complex text so crucial 
for college and career readiness, particularly in 
the case of informational texts.   



Why Now? 

 While the reading demands of college, workforce 
training programs, and citizenship have held 
steadily or risen over the past fifty years, K-12 
texts have, if anything, become less demanding. 



Instructional Shifts in ELA/Literacy 

Shift 1 Balancing Informational & Literary Texts   

Shift 2 Building Knowledge in the Disciplines 

Shift 3 Staircase of Complexity 

Shift 4 Text-Based Answers 

Shift 5 Writing from Sources 

Shift 6 Academic Vocabulary 



Objectives 
 

• Materials: Shift in what students are reading- 
within existing materials 

 -Reading lists include a balance of literature and 

 informational text 

• Teachers: Shift in student questions 

 -Shift to 80% of questions asked as text-dependent 

• Students: Evidence of close reading 

 -Close encounters with sufficiently complex text  



Key Advances 
Reading: 

• Balance of literature and informational texts 

• Text complexity 

• Text Dependent Questions & Tasks 
 

Writing: 
• Emphasis on argument and informative/explanatory writing 

• Writing about sources 
 

Speaking and Listening: 
• Inclusion of formal and informal talk 
 

Language: 
• Stress on general academic and domain-specific  vocabulary  



Literary & Informational Passages 

Grade Literary Informational 

4 50% 50% 

8 45% 55% 

12 30% 70% 

 Distribution of Literary and Informational Passages 
by Grade in the 2009 NAEP Reading Framework 



Foundations of Reading: 

“In Kindergarten through second grade, the 
most notable shifts…include explicit preparation 
to read informational text and a requirement 
that students’ reading material be substantive 
and linked in meaningful ways to content area 
learning…. Students encounter sufficiently 
complex text through listening even while they 
are learning to read and write.” 

   -Publishers’ Criteria in ELA, Grades K-2 

 



Components of the Balanced Literacy 
Framework: 

• Read Aloud 

• Shared Reading 

• Guided Reading/ Small 
Group Instruction 

• Independent Reading 



Approach Grouping Text Level How Text Is 

Read  

Purpose 

 

 

Read Aloud 

 

 

Whole 

 

Above  

Grade Level 

 

By The Teacher  

Model fluent reading 

strategies 

 

Motivate students to 

read  

Shared Reading Whole On grade level Students read 

with the teacher 

Teach strategies 

 

Support language 

Guided Reading Small Instructional  

Level 

(varies by 

student) 

Students read text 

independently  

while teacher 

coaches 

Practice Reading 

strategies  with 

teacher support 

Differentiate 

instruction based on  

student need 

Self-selected 

Reading  

Individual  Independent Independently Enjoyment and 

Fluency 

Practice strategies 

that have been 

internalized 
Jan Richardson   2009 



“Generally, teachers will encourage children in the 
upper elementary grades to read texts 
independently and reflect on them in writing. 
However, children in the early grades – particularly 
kindergarten through grade 3 – benefit from 
participating in rich, structured conversations with 
an adult in response to written texts that are read 
aloud, orally comparing and contrasting as well as 
analyzing and synthesizing” 

    - CCSS Appendix A 



Students Read Less 

   Students who report reading outside school 
activities every day score 21 to 29 points 
higher on the NAEP reading test than 
students who seldom do such reading.  

 

                  The Lexile Framework, 2000 


