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The Common Core 

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are a set of voluntary K-12 standards in English language 

arts/literacy and mathematics. The goal of the CCSS is to provide a clear, consistent understanding of what 

students are expected to learn. The Standards reflect the knowledge and skills required for successful entry 

into college and careers. 

http://vimeo.com/51933492  (Video to explain Common Core State Standards) 

Vision and Goal: The CCSS have the potential to provide access to a complete and challenging education for all 

children. Broad range cooperation in developing these voluntary standards provides educators with more 

manageable curriculum goals and greater opportunities to use their professional judgment in ways that 

promote student success. 

What are the teachers doing to “build” their Common Core Toolkit? 

1. Common Core State Standards 
2. Curriculum and Instruction 
3. Professional Development 
4. Assessment and Reflection 
5. English Language Learners 
6. Students with Disabilities 

 

Links 

English/Language Arts http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
 
Common Core offers a focus for instruction each year and helps ensure that students gain adequate exposure 
to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also infused through the requirement that students read increasingly 
complex texts through the grades. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s 
grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. 

 

 An emphasis on Informational Text: Grade 4 (Literary Text 50%; Informational Text 50%) Grade 8 
(Literary Text 45%; Informational Text 55%). 

 An emphasis on Close Reading: Interpreting text, observing facts and details, & interpreting your 
observations 

 Texts are becoming more rigorous: Grades 4-5 Old Lexile Level- 645-845; Lexile Level Aligned to CCR- 

770-980 

 Four modules that include skills and knowledge students will learn and apply over the course of the 

school year: Grade 6: Reading Complex Texts; Writing About Texts; Research Project; Narrative Writing 

http://vimeo.com/51933492
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf


Math http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_Math%20Standards.pdf 

The Common Core specifies critical areas for instructional emphasis at each grade level.  

Grade 4:  

 Developing understanding and fluency with multi-digit multiplication, and developing understanding of 
dividing to find quotients involving multi-digit dividends 

 Developing an understanding of fraction equivalence, addition and subtraction of fractions with like 
denominators, and multiplication of fractions by whole numbers 

 Understanding that geometric figures can be analyzed and classified based on their properties, such as 
having parallel sides, perpendicular sides, particular angle measures, and symmetry 

Grade 5: 

 Developing fluency with addition and subtraction of fractions, and developing understanding of the 
multiplication of fractions and of division of fractions in limited cases (unit fraction divided by whole 
numbers and whole numbers divided by unit fractions) 

 Extending division to 2-digit divisors, integrating decimal fractions into the place value system and 
developing understanding of operations with decimals to hundredths, and developing fluency with 
whole number and decimal operations 

 Developing understanding of volume 

Grade 6: 

 Connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and division and using concepts of ratio and 
rate to solve problems 

 Completing understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion of number to the system of 
rational numbers, which includes negative numbers 

 Writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations 

 Developing understanding of statistical thinking 

 

Study Tips 

www.studyisland.com  Practice answering Common Core questions 

http://practice.parcc.testnav.com/#   Practice using the technology and get a feel for the type of questions 
and the format of the test 

http://www.parcconline.org/computer-based-samples   Computer-based sample test questions 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_Math%20Standards.pdf
http://www.studyisland.com/
https://mail.twinsburg.k12.oh.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=feb79ed5fb1740f19d3ee63a4ae1a0c4&URL=http%3a%2f%2fpractice.parcc.testnav.com%2f%23
https://mail.twinsburg.k12.oh.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=feb79ed5fb1740f19d3ee63a4ae1a0c4&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.parcconline.org%2fcomputer-based-samples


 

 

PARCC Assessment Sample Questions ELA and Math 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



How do the new PARCC questions compare to the current OAA questions? 

Reading OAA Extended Response Questions 

 

  

Math OAA Multiple Choice 

 

What can I do as a parent to help my child be prepared? 

 Practice tests   

  Computer skills 

o Drag and drop 

o Highlight important text 

o Online calculator 

o Click inside an answer box 

o Capital letters, punctuation, space between words and sentences 

o Use bullet points to make a list 

  Proper typing skills 

o Students will benefit from learning to type correctly. “Hunt and peck” typing will take a long 

time and discourage students from answering to their full potential.  

o Students should be able to formulate an answer and type the answer directly. No paper/pencil 

is permitted. 


